
Human Centric Use of AI at the 
EUIPO and the EU Design Reform



USERS
Social scoring
Subliminal 
manipulation

Harm to health, 
safety, environment, 
fundamental rights

Chatbox, interaction 
with machine

Video games, spam 
filters

Prohibited

Permitted:
Conformity 
assessment

Permitted:
Transparency

Permitted:
Unregulated

Systemic Risk

© European Commission, 2024. https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/regulatory-framework-ai

Risk = probability of occurrence + severity of harm

EU AI Act – Risk based approach
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AI Governance at the Office

AI Governance at EUIPO





Early TM Screening ( Preassessment)





EU Design legislative reform

EU DESIGN REFORM



NEW EU DESIGN LAW PACKAGE

EU Design legislative reform

18/11/2024 

Publication

of Amending 
Regulation 

+ Directive 

06/12/2024
Entry into force

Amending 
Regulation + 

Directive

01/05/2025

Applicability of 
some 

provisions of 
Amending 
Regulation 

11/03/2026

Adoption 

EUDR 

(codified)

15/01/2026

Adoption 

of EUDIR 
EUDDR

19/03/2026 

Publication

EUDIR 

EUDDR

30/03/2026 

Publication of 
EUDR (codified)

01/07/2026
Applicability of 

new 

EUDR 
(codified)

 EUDIR EUDDR

Republication 
of secondary 

legislation

09/12/2027
Transposition of 

the Design 
Directive
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Modernisation

Accessibility

Consistency

Harmonisation

Modernise and clarify EU Design Law

Simplified procedures; Lower and clearer fees; Reduced fee 
complexity

Alignment with Trade Mark Law

National and EU-level harmonisation; Spare parts regime

EU Design legislative reform

PILLARS OF THE REFORM



Modernised 
DEFINITIONS

EU Design legislative reform



DESIGN DEFINITION

▪ Design definition broadened to explicitly state that animation, transition and movement are 
protected 

Living Vase by Hunn Wai and 
Francesca Lanzavecchia as presented 
for Vogue Singapore 

DESIGN DEFINITION

https://www.lanzavecchia-wai.com/work/an-impossible-living-digital-nft-artefact/
https://vogue.sg/lanzavecchia-wai-nft/


▪ Product definition tailored to allow for non-physical design protection and broadened to explicitly 
mention certain product examples (GUIs, items intended to form an interior or exterior 
environment, sets of articles)

EUD 015006467-0001, Class: 
32.02 – Get-up

PRODUCT DEFINITION



OBJECT OF PROTECTION
▪ Defined by features of the appearance which are shown visibly in the application for 

registration (Art 19 EUDR), irrespective of the format of representation. 

▪ The representation of the design must show in a consistent way all the features of the 
design for which protection is sought (Art. 2(2) EUDIR). 

EUD 002646448- 002, 

Class: 12.05-Elevators

EU Design legislative reform



NEW MEANS OF REPRESENTATION

BEFORE REFORM

STATIC-ONLY LOGIC
AFTER REFORM

MULTIMEDIA REPRESENTATION

More flexibility  •  More complexity

Representation becomes dynamic.

STATIC 3D VIDEO



Combined representation? No

EU Design legislative reform

Only 1 dynamic / animated 
reproduction  

Must be consistent 

For priority - Static views ?  



EU Design legislative reform

FILING BEHAVIOUR SHAPES PROCEDURAL SPEED.

FAST TRACK EXAMINATION



EU Design legislative reform

PRIORITY CLAIMS



INVALIDITY CLAIMS

25

=

Application
filed

START!

Admissibility check and
notification to the holder

Both within 1 month

Holder's

replies

Applicant's

reply

Holder's

rejoinder

Within 2 months Within 2 months Within 2 months

Office's Decision
Within 4 months

TOTAL: 11 months

No reply

from the holder

Office's Decision
Within 4 months

TOTAL: 7 months

only 
Arts. 6-7 EUDR 

invoked
(condition) Office's Decision

Within 2 months
(closes proceedings)

TOTAL: 5 months

New

Within 2 months

Holder’s 
replies

Applicant’s 
reply

Holder’s 
rejoinder



THANK YOU



Please fill in the survey:

 

www.euipo.europa.eu
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